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Lemak Sentence: Life Without Parole

Ex-Husband Testified At Sentencing 
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CHICAGO -- "For the rest of her natural life in prison she will be haunted every day by the memory of what she has done," said Dupage County State's Attorney Joseph Birkett following the sentencing of Marilyn Lemak on Monday. 

The Naperville mother, found guilty of killing her three children, was sentenced to life in prison for having drugged and suffocated her children in their home in February, 1999. The children were 7, 6, and 3 years old. 

	FeedRoom

	

	[image: image1.png]



	
[image: image2.jpg]




[image: image3.png]


Lemak Sentencing 
	[image: image4.png]




		[image: image5.png]



	
		


	
	[image: image7.png]





	


Sentenced to life in prison with no chance of parole, Marilyn Lemak is spared the death penalty. [image: image8.jpg]



	


Her ex-husband, the children's father, spoke at her sentencing, as Charlie Wojciechowski reported from the DuPage County courthouse. 

David Lemak got what he expected, Wojciechowski reported. This is the sentence he asked for from prosecutors and the one prosecutors specified for the judge in this case. 

During the sentencing procedure, Marilyn Lemak showed a rare expression of emotion, according to Wojciechowski. She shed tears, she wiped them aside, she sobbed and she kicked gently through the entire reading of the victim's impact statement that her ex-husband read in court on Monday. 

The sentence, the rest of her natural life in prison, was the end of a long and grueling trial for David Lemak. For Marilyn's parents, it is the beginning of a new fight, with their daughter sentenced to the rest of her natural life in prison. 

"Marilyn Morrissey (her maiden name) will now begin the final phase of her life. She has been a nurse, a wife and a mother. And now she becomes an inmate in the Illinois Dept. of Corrections," Birkett said at a news conference following the sentencing. 

From the same stand taken by witnesses against his wife during her trial, David Lemak read from a prepared victim's impact statement, remembering the special qualities of each of his children, Nicholas, Thomas and Emily. Lemak told the judge the thing he misses most is being their father. 
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The most fitting punishment, he said, is life in prison so that each day his ex-wife can live with the knowledge of the horror she has committed. 

He and his new wife Janice, Lemak continued, must now go on with their lives. 

"And it just boils down to a choice," he told those gathered. "The choice is to endure. The choice is to live, to take this gift that all of us have been given of life and, no matter how good or bad it is, do the best we can with it." 

Perhaps the most surprising comments, Wojciechowski said, came from the judge, who read what is for him an unusual comment. Judge George Bakalis said, "It is appropriate that you spend the rest of your life thinking about your children ... looking at the bars, the walls and the ceilings ... seeing their faces and hearing them asking, 'Mom, why did you do this?'" 

Lemak's attorneys had called for a verdict of not guilty by reason of insanity. Now they are filing an appeal. 

After living for three years at the DuPage County Jail, Lemak will likely be moved to the Dwight Correctional Center, perhaps, Wojciechowski reported, as soon as Tuesday. 

As for the appeal, it is expected to be filed within 30 days as is required by law.

