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LONGWOOD, Fla. (AP) - Three children were found dead under a bed in their home Tuesday, a day after their mother was arrested in North Carolina. Police said the woman allegedly confessed to their slayings. 

Authorities were led to the children - girls ages 5 and 9, and a 6-year-old boy - after Andrea Williams was arrested for trespassing at a former friend's home about 40 miles northwest of Charlotte. 

Williams, 32, was being quizzed after her estranged husband filed a missing-persons report Tuesday morning with Longwood police, said Maj. Coy Reid of the Catawba County, N.C., Sheriff's Department. 

"Ms. Williams told our investigator that she had killed her children and they were in her residence in Florida," Reid said. Reid said Williams was not being represented by an attorney in North Carolina, but had consented to questioning from investigators. 
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Authorities were holding Williams on the trespassing charge pending an expected murder warrant from Florida, Reid said. 

Longwood Police Chief Tom Jackson said the estranged husband, Gary Williams, helped police search the house Tuesday morning but could not find the children - Ivey, 5; Ian, 6; and Ilona, 9. The bodies were found during a second search a few hours later. 

The children did not appear to have suffered any type of trauma, Jackson said. Autopsies will be performed. It was unclear how long the children had been dead, although Jackson estimated it was two or three days. No one has been charged with their deaths. 

According to court records, the couple was separated and Andrea Williams filed for divorce last year. Gary Williams, describing his wife as "depressed," tried to get custody of their children after his wife's overdose on pills in October, according to the records. 

In a court motion a month later, Gary Williams said he was "afraid that the children are in grave danger." Court records indicate Andrea Williams made a second suicide attempt. 

"This is a tragedy that could've been avoided," Jackson said. "There were services the mother could've sought out." 

Longwood is about 15 miles north of Orlando. 

