Infant's body found in plastic box

Mother charged in newborn's death

	
Twenty-five-year old Annastasia Tondee appeared in court Tuesday to face a capital murder charge after investigators found the body of a newborn in a Tupperware container.


By Mark Garay
ABC 13 Eyewitness News
(11/27/01) — A woman who police say drowned her newborn baby appeared in court Tuesday, charged with capital murder. 

Annastasia Tondee made her first appearance in court Tuesday morning, after she turned herself in to police Monday. 

Back on November 10, 25-year-old Annastasia Tondee gave birth to a baby boy. She was alone at the time, in her bathtub when she gave birth in her home. Just a short time, perhaps just minutes later, that baby had drowned in the bath water. 

And when investigators arrived 11 days later they found the child's body wrapped in towels and plastic, and placed in a large Tupperware-type container in the garage. Investigators say the baby was not stillborn and had come to full term. 

Sgt. T.E. Kaiser/Harris County Sheriff Dept.: "The child was moving, gurgling, was alive." 

Tondee's two other children, ages one and two, were also home when the infant was killed, but they were not hurt. Tondee's husband was not home, and hadn't been for days. 

Just days after the infant was killed, the mother went to visit the doctor. The doctor took some tests and noticed on a ultrasound that the baby was no longer in the patient's womb. So the doctor immediately called Tondee's husband. 

In fact, it was the husband who found the infant's body and called police. 

The few neighbors who talked to us say they are very surprised. They say this is a quiet neighborhood with no problems, and no one had ever noticed anything out of the ordinary at Tondee's home either. 

Catherine Meservy/Neighbor: "I never pay attention to that house. There's never anything going on there. It's just a normal house." 

In fact, the suspect in this case, Annastasia Tondee, has no criminal history either. As for a motive, investigators are pretty much at a loss at this point, although they say it could be related to marital and other personal problems. 

The other children are now staying with relatives. Meantime, Tondee faces a capital murder charge. 

